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HOME SAFETY CONFERENCE NEWS 





YLER S. ROGERS, chairman, Home Safety 

Conference, in his opening remarks to 
the conference at its annual meeting in 
Chicago, October 17, urged all home 
safety workers to keep a target plan in 
mind. He suggested that they aim firstly 
at the individual home, secondly at the 
community and through it the home, 
and thirdly at national levels coming 
back through community organizations 
and thence into the home. 

Following the election of officers in 
which Tyler S. Rogers and Mrs. George 
Welles, Jr., were re-elected as chairman 
and vice-chairman respectively, commit- 
tee reports were made. 

During the meeting the Home Safety 
Conference adopted a resolution to rec- 
ommend a home safety service member- 
ship plan to the Board of Directors of 
the National Safety Council. This mem- 
bership, if approved by the directors, 
would bring home safety services into 
line with other services rendered by the 
Council. 

A discussion of the committee struc- 
ture of the conference ended with the 
decision to delegate authority to the 
chairman and the steering committee to 
develop committees more in line with 
the proposed membership plan if and 
when it is deemed practicable. 

The staff of the National Safety Coun- 
cil was authorized to develop materials 
in the coming year recommended by the 





committee on community resources and 
services and the staff. 

The Conference asked the steering 
committee and the committee on com- 
munity resources and services to investi- 
gate the possibility of a home safety 
week sponsored by the National Safety 
Council. The latter committee was asked 
to study also the development of a 
regional conference plan. 

Also referred to committee for study 
was the possibility of offering the serv- 
ices of all home safety workers to the 
civil defense plan now being developed 
in Washington in such fashion as will 
best fit into the NSC’s overall plan for 
civil defense cooperation and the plans 
of local communities. 
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Tyler S. Rogers, chairman, Home Safety Con- 
ference, presides at the Conference's Annual 
Meeting held in Chicago, October 17. 

















Some of the recipients of merit awards (left to right): Clifford 
Schaeffer, Kalamazoo City-County Health Department; Mrs. Thomas P. 
Mason, Kansas City Safety Council; Miss Essie L. Elliott, Greater Los 
Angeles Chapter, N.S.C.; Jud Levi M. Hall, Greater Minneapclis 
ety Council; Mrs. Catheryn Bogan, Middletown Safety Council; Miss - 
Mary C. Olsen, Girl Scouts of Chicago (honorable mention); Walter 
D. Codd, St. Joseph Safety Council; Mrs. Geor P. Parker, Utah 
Safety Council; Mrs. George Welles, Jr., vice-chairman, Home Sofety 
Conference, representing the Duluth Women's Institute. 


MERIT AWARDS PRESENTED @ 


ERIT AWARDS WERE presented by Ned 

H. Dearborn, president National Safety 
Council, to 11 groups, and four other 
groups received honorable mention during 
the home safety sessions of the 38th Na- 
tional Safety Congress in Chicago, October 
18. These awards were made on the basis 
of achievement in local home safety pro- 
grams. 

The organizations receiving Merit Awards 
were: 

Automobile Club Safety Council of Wi- 
nona, represented by P. F. Loughrey, presi- 
dent; 

Duluth Women’s Institute, represented by 
Mrs. George Welles, Jr., vice-chairman, 
Home Safety Conference; 

Greater Dayton Safety Council, represented 
by Mrs. Murray Y. Callister, vice-president, 
women’s division; 

Greater Los Angeles Chapter, N.S.C., rep- 
resented by Miss Essie L. Elliott, vice- 
president for home safety; 
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Greater Minneapolis Safety Council, rep- 
resented by Judge Levi M. Hall, chairman, 
board of trustees; 

Kalamazoo City-County Health Depart- 
ment, represented by Clifford Schaeffer, di- 
rector, home safety division; 

Kansas City Safety Council, represented 
by Mrs. Thomas P. Mason, vice-president, 
women’s activities and home safety; 

Middletown Safety Council, represented 
by Mrs. Catheryn Bogan, Ist vice-president, 
women’s and home division; 


Rochester Safety Council, represented by 
A. Paul Friederich, chairman, home safety 
committee ; 


St. Joseph Safety Council, represented by 
Walter D. Ladd, manager; 


Utah Safety Council, represented by . 


George P. Parker, 2nd vice-president. 


Organizations receiving honorable men- 
tion were: 


Atlanta Chapter, American Red Cross; 
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Girl Seouts of Chicago, represented by 
Miss Mary C. Olsen, executive director; 

Home demonstration and 4-H_ organiza- 
tion of the Oklahoma Agricultural Exten- 
sion Service; 

Sedgwick County Chapter, American Red 
Cross, represented by Sergeant Floyd Han- 
non of the Wichita police department. 


The Merit Awards were given on the 
basis of an all-round program consisting of 
newspaper and radio publicity, an active 
and comprehensive home safety committee, 
distribution of literature, statistical report- 
ing, cooperation of other local organizations, 
special projects, and so forth. Honorable 
mention was given to those organizations 
which had done an outstanding job in some 
particular field of home safety. 


Special points brought out in the citation 
point up the scope of the various programs. 


The Greater Minneapolis Safety Council’s 
program was distinguished by a reduction 
from 158 home accident deaths in Minne- 
apolis in 1945 to 130 in 1949. They spon- 
sor a county-wide Safety Institute every year. 
Outstanding among the Middletown Safety 
Council’s activities were the regular report- 
ing of accident cases by the hospital and 
coroner, instruction of baby sitters, guid- 
ance of parents with merchant help in 
selecting safe toys, and a community-wide 
urvey of dangerous home cisterns with a 
free sealing service. 

The Girl Scouts of Chicago have merited 
honorable mention through their badge pro- 
gram in which 1,306 badges were earned 
last year in health and safety in the city. 
Special projects of specific troops included 
a home hazard correction project and a 
neighborhoodwide cleanup project. 


A home accident injury survey by the 
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Ned H. Dearborn, president, N.S.C., presents a 
merit award certificate to Mrs. Murray Y. Cal- 
lister, vice-president, women's division, Greater 
Dayton Safety Council. 


Sedgwick County Chapter, American Red 
Cross, was a distinguishing feature of its 
program, and the Oklahoma Agricultural 
Extension Service has developed a sound 
program for its leaders and groups. 


Reports have been made of various other 
programs in recent issues of the Home 
Sarety Review. These include the Automo- 
bile Club Safety Council of Winona’s home 
hazard essay contest; the Duluth Women’s 
Institute’s baby sitter program; the Greater 
Dayton Safety Council’s radio publicity; the 
Greater Los Angeles Chapter’s theme-a- 
month program; the Kalamazoo City-County 
Health Department’s home safety week; the 
Kansas City Safety Council’s baby sitter 
program; the Rochester Safety Council’s 
child safety workshop; the St. Joseph Safety 
Council’s home safety party project; the 
Utah Safety Council’s program, and the 
Atlanta Chapter, American Red Cross home 
accident survey of hospitalized injuries. 


The Girl Scouts of Chicago panel 
discuss their honorable mention win- 
ning projects (left to right): Flora 
Slutzker, Carol Ross, Mrs. Eugene 
F. Sims, Barbara Williams, Dartha 
Cloudman, a * Rothschild, and 
Miss Mary M. eeks, health and 
wd adviser, Girl Scouts of the 





HAS BEEN DONE 


By Mrs. Ethel M. Hendriksen 


Field Instructor 
And |. Jay Brightman, M.D. 


Assistant Commissioner for Medical Services 


State of New York Department of Health 


HE NEW YORK STATE Department of 

Health has seen a growing interest in 
home safety throughout the state that is 
highly gratifying. Our own program—which 
is rooted in several years of activity in this 
field—has reached into all phases of the 
problem. The following resume is our 
answer to what state and local health de- 
partments can do—for it has been done— 
for home accident prevention. 


Community Safety Work 


Community-wise, separate and significant 
home safety programs are under way in 
Rochester and Syracuse, both under health 
department leadership. Much initial help 
was given Syracuse by the New York State 
Department of Health, and we are, of 
course, intensely interested in the results. 

An outstanding program in Syracuse was 
concerned with housing, one aspect of which 
was a course on remodeling for safety. This 
course was offered under the joint auspices 
of our subcommittee on safety in housing 
and the bureau of adult education of the 
Syracuse Education Department. The re- 
sults of the remodeling projects developed 
in the course were evaluated after they 
were completed and were so satisfactory 
that we decided to repeat the course in 
1950. We hope, also, to promote this course 
in other parts of the state with the help 
of architects working on our subcommittee 
or connected with the State Association of 
Architects. 

With the help of the U. S. Public Health 
Service, a study of accidents in substandard 
housing was begun in Syracuse. In_ this 
city, also, a diagnostic procedure was set 
up for persons having a history of frequent 
accidents. These activities, together with 
the continuation of studies made of all 
home accidents, come under the jurisdiction 
of the city health department. 

In Rochester, all agencies combined to 
conduct a child safety workshop under the 
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The department of pharmacology and 
toxicology of Rochester University has been 
conducting a study of accident disposing 
drugs and household chemicals. This study 
is under the direction of the department 
head and has been conducted with the 
enthusiastic volunteer assistance of Mrs. 
Marion N. Gleason. 


With the organization during 1949 of a 
Federation of Community Safety Organiza- 
tions, impetus has been given to the pro- 
motion of county safety councils. It is 
understood that health departments will 
cooperate, especially in the home safety 


committee of the local council. & 


Safety at the State Fair 


With the reopening of the women’s build- 
ing at the State Fair and the appointment 
by the Governor of Mrs. Martha H. Eddy 
as director, attention to safety was assured. 
Mrs. Eddy, member of our advisory com- 
mittee on safety, selected home safety for 
first emphasis. She worked through the 
Women’s State Safety Coordinating Com- 
mittee, and with the full cooperation of 
this Department and of the State Division 
of Safety, a home and child safety exhibit 
of such attractiveness was assembled as to 
draw a daily attendance of several thousand. 
State and local women’s club representatives 
also assisted. 


In the adjoining auditorium motion pic- 
tures on safety were shown and a specially 


featured lecture demonstration on hom 
safety was given by Miss Katherine mh, 


sted. During the week more than 10,000 
pieces of safety literature were picked up 
from tables where they were displayed. No 
attempt was made to pass out literature 
except in consultation. 


HOME SAFETY REVIEW 





chairmanship of the supervising nurse of 
the Rochester City Health Bureau. A sec- 
ond conference in 1950 will evaluate the 
results of the first conference. 
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Through the initiative of the State Divi- 
sion of Safety, an insignia of home safety 
six feet in diameter and executed in attrac- 
tive lettering and coloring was made. This 
was displayed at the State Fair and at the 
convention of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. It will be continuously available for 
such affairs in the state. 


Federation of Women's Clubs 


Through the cooperation of the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, safety was 
given high priority in the year’s program. 
Two workshop sessions were held—one in 
Albany for eastern New York state, and one 
in Rochester for the western area. This 
Department’s field worker planned the 
agenda, secured speakers, and took part in 
both workshops. 


In addition, the state convention held at 
Lake Placid featured a home safety exhibit 
and a meeting of safety chairmen. A chair- 
man of safety was appointed for each of 
nine districts, and each club president was 
asked to name a chairman. 


The safety chairman, with the coopera- 
tion of the officers of the Federation, de- 
cided upon two areas of safety work. The 
first— community organization for home 


club which were a community survey of 
safe play areas and a department store 
survey of safe toys. 


ou. the second—two projects for the 


The Federation office mimeographed out- 
lines for both of these projects, and the 
safety chairman distributed them. In addi- 
tion to these guides, the State Department 
of Health issued a survey form for a study 
of safe play areas and made available the 
National Safety Council’s outline for a 
study of safe toys. We also prepared a 
statistical sheet showing the deaths due to 
accidents in New York State with the home 
indicated as the scene of almost double 
the number of deaths as all other places 
combined. 


In view of the increased interest, and 
because statistics show so little change in 
home accident deaths over a period of 
years, the State Federation of Women’s 


‘lubs has called for a State Conference on 
ome Safety to be conducted on a scale 


similar to the President’s Traftic Safety Con- 
ference where a plan of action was outlined 
featuring public support groups organized 
at community levels. This suggestion was 
presented by the Federation to Governor 
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Dewey shortly after the annual meeting of 
the Federation in November, 1949. 


General Education 


With respect to general education activ- 
ities, we have maintained a stock of some 
50 different pamphlets on home and farm 
safety for distribution. The 1949 edition 
of Accident Facts was distributed to city, 
county, district, and regional health de- 
partments, and ,in the fall of 1949 we 
initiated a program for supplying these 
departments with the Program Package for 
Home Safety issued by NSC and the Home 
Sarety Review. To accompany this service 
we have also provided a memorandum and 
followed it up at staff conferences. Survey 
forms were issued, also, one for migrant 
labor camps and the other for a study of 
hospitalized accidents. 

We had only one full-time field worker 
and one secretarial worker available to the 
safety program throughout the year. How- 
ever, besides our other safety activities, we 
participated actively in 19 community and 
state meetings and published 17 mimeo- 
graphed reports and program pieces, besides 
reprinting our standard pamphlet, Prevent 
that Accident. 

Dr. Brightman served on a committee to 
assist the New York State School of Labor 
and Industrial Relations of Cornell Uni- 
versity in the preparation of a shop safety 
educational manual. This 300 page publica- 
tion contains a very complete checklist of 
home and farm safety and fire prevention. 


Forecast for the Future 


Frequent references were made at meet- 
ings to the new law effective July 1, 1950, 
when six million wage earners in the state 
will be eligible to compensation for off- 
the-job accidents. Home safety education 
will need to be stepped up to combat the 
increase in social insurance brought about 
by this new legislation. 

With an increased staff of health educa- 
tors and public health nurses, and with 
more full-time health departments, it is 
visualized that work heretofore carried on 
largely from the state level will now be 
undertaken on a local level. 

The state will continue to keep abreast 
of the national program and to make this 
available locally. Excursions into the field 
of causes and new methods of interpretation 
will characterize the work of the future. 








JANUARY PROGRAM 


Home Maintenance 


a ladder is used for this purpose, | 


URING THE WINTER months ice and snow 

present special fall hazards. With in- 
door living, it is a good time for the home 
owner to make necessary repairs in his 
home. Therefore the publicity for this 
month should be concentrated on these two 
points under the general theme of home 
maintenance. 


The Themes 


Plan to issue warnings about clearing 
steps and walks soon after a storm. During 
icy, sleety weather, salt may be used to 
melt the ice, after which sand and ashes 
may be used to provide traction. Your 
local hospital may be able to supply in- 
formation as to the number of emergency 
cases that are handled on a particularly icy 
day. 

Include in your instructions the clearance 
of icicles where they overhang walks. If 





In snowy weather, spread ashes or sand to give 
traction. If ice has formed, use salt to melt the 
ice, then spread ashes. 
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should be taken in the placement of it 
to prevent slipping at the base. Mention 
the advisability of having handrails for 


outdoor stairs containing three or more 
steps. 

Suggest in your publicity that indoor 
steps such as basement and attic stairs 
should be checked. Do they have secure 
handrails? Are there any loose steps or 


worn sections that tend to promote slip- 
ping? Are there risers to prevent catching 
the foot through the back? Do all stair- 
ways have proper lighting for night, pref- 
erably switches at top and bottom? 

Mention also removing throw rugs on 
landings and at head or foot of stairs and 
anchoring them down in other parts of the 
house. Suggest that the housewife check 
any rugs covering stairways to see that they 
are tacked down, have no worn through 
places to cause a trip. 

Suggest having a place for items habitu- 
ally left on the stairs and training the family 
to pick up after themselves. 

A good item for a homemaking feature 
page is an article suggesting ways in which 
to rearrange furniture throughout the house 
to provide clear passageways from door to 
door. Suggest that provision be made for 
lighting rooms upon entrance into them 
and that rooms be checked each night to 
see that furniture is replaced out of the 
way. Mention that, if floors are waxed, the 
wax should be properly applied, to mini- 
mize slipperiness. 

As falls are more dangerous for elderly 
people because their bones are brittle, bring 
out the point that in homes where there 
are older people, fall hazards are particu- 
larly important. Suggest that a night light 
in their bedrooms or a lamp which may 
be reached from the bed be provided. 


Projects 


You will want, of course, to work in 
cooperation with your local safety council 
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if there is one in your community on both 
your publicity and your projects. 

Homemakers clubs, home bureaus, home 
demonstration agents and home economics 
departments of local stores and utility com- 
panies may wish to join in on the drive 
to eliminate falls in the home. They can 
be assigned the job of developing good 
room arrangements throughout the house, 
demonstrating the way to make throw rugs 
slip-proof, how to wax a floor properly, 

ow to repair worn patches in rugs and 
keep the edges from curling, how to ar- 
range lighting. 

These projects may be carried on within 
their own organization, may be featured in 
newspapers, and may be displayed in store 
windows. 

Assign one single organization the respon- 
sibility for all projects in this group so 
that there will be no conflict of activity. 
If, for instance, a safety chairman of a 
home economics club is given the overall 
responsibility, she can check with the pub- 
licity chairman of your committee on news- 
paper features, can appoint a committee to 
work on store window displays and one to 
develop interest in the subject among other 
organizations primarily interested in home 
economics. 

Your local building or architects asso- 
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SEASONAL THEMES 


November—firearms 
Storing firearms 
Cleaning guns 
Hunting safety 
Thanksgiving 

December—Christmas 
Safe toys 
Christmas tree 
Holiday safety 


January—home maintenance 
Removing snow and ice 
Steps and stairs 
Lighting 
Furniture arrangement 


February—poisons and 
gaseous poisons 
Furnaces, heaters 
Storing medicines 
Storing caustic cleansers 
Insecticides 
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Remove icicles which overhang sidewalks. Stand to 
one side, of course, to avoid being hit yourself. 


ciation can work on the proper construc- 
tion of stairs and steps. Minimum safety 
requirements appear in the N.S.C. publica- 
tion, When You Build or Remodel. Dis- 
seminate these points through meetings of 
these associations, and ask their coopera- 
tion in educating the public. 


Exhibits 


Through a local men’s organization you 
can have a set of stairs—with three or four 
steps—built to illustrate your points. These 
may be used for display purposes and for 
photographs to be used in publicity. Photo- 
graphs may also be taken in someone’s 
home, of course. If, on contacting your local 
newspaper about this, you discover that 
they will wish to use their own photog- 
rapher, be sure that everyone connected 
and everything necessary are present before 
the photographer arrives. 

You may wish to develop, through volun- 
teer assistance or through your community 
adult education program, a class on home 
repair and maintenance in which the home 
owner can learn how to eradicate hazards 
through repair and remodeling. A course 
of this sort can include stair repair, elec- 
trical repairs, wiring with relation to exten- 
sion requirements, building storage cabinets 
and pertinent items of your local building 
code. 





DOORWAY GATE 


The gate illustrated above is, according 
to the manufacturer, adjustable, can quickly 
and easily be removed from one doorway to 
another as needed. When in place it cannot 
shift or rattle. There are no crisscross slats 
to pinch little fingers or give toe-hold for 
climbing. All corners are rounded and 
smooth. It clamps around any standard 
doorway with rubber covered clamps that 
will not mar doorcasings. 

\ gate of this type, if the slats are close 
enough together so that baby cannot get 
his head through, is useful as it can be 
moved from nursery to dining room, from 
porch to living room as mother moves 
around the house for various chores. It can 
also be used in homes where very elderly 
people may wander in the dark and get too 
near the stairs. 


Luminous Decal 


There is a decal strip that glows in the 
dark. It fan be used to define bannisters 
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and stair edges, to locate light switches and 
telephone, to mark obstructions which 
might cause bad bumps or bruises in the 
dark. It is applied as any decal. 


CHILD SAFETY PAMPHLET 


Safety . your Child’s Heritage, pub- 
lished by the Prudential Insurance Com- 
pany of America, is an excellent pamphlet 
on child safety. The material contained 
in the booklet was gathered through 
the cooperation of the Children’s Hospital 
of Los Angeles. A simple, easily-read text 
is accompanied by clearcut photographs 
covering the important points on safety for 
the younger child. 


LIST OF MATERIALS 


Just published—a list of home safety ma- 
terials entitled Materials for Home Safety 
Education Published by or Available from 
the National Safety Council. This mimeo- 
graphed list contains a description of 
materials with prices and covers all items 
now available from the National Safety 
Council on the subject of home safety. Sin- 
gle copies may be obtained by writing the 
home safety division. 


Blueprint Available 


The National Safety Council’s popular 
blueprint, How to Build the New House- 
keeping Closet, has been reprinted. Full 
instructions for building and contents of 
a closet appear on the back of the blue- 
print. Single copies may be had by writing 
to the home safety division of the National 
Safety Council. 
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